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THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ANTARCTICA TOUR OPERATORS
(IAATO) is pleased to present a report of its activities to the XXII ATCM, Tromsg, Norway,
25 May - 5 June 1998 in relation to Article 111(2) of the Antarctic Treaty

IAATO is dedicated to appropriate, safe and environmentally sound private-sector travel to
the Antarctic. Over the last year IAATO has focused its activities in several key areas,
including membership, environmental assessment and improved exchange of information
among its members. IAATO and its members join in celebrating the entry into force of the
landmark Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty.

1. Introduction

1.1  Founded by seven private tour operators in 1991, the International Association of
Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO) now includes 28 member and associate member
companies in Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, Germany, Japan, The Netherlands,
New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States. A current Membership
Directory is included with this report (ATTACHMENT A).

1.2 Atotal of 9,604 persons traveled to the Antarctic on privately-organized expeditions
in the 1997-98 season including 9,378 passengers aboard commercially organized
ships, 95 persons on chartered yachts and 131 land-based visitors. This continues a
trend, representing a slight increase over the previous highest-ever record number of
9,200 ship-borne visitors and 155 land-based visitors in the 1995-96 season. A
summary of tourism is presented as a separate information paper to the XXII ATCM,
including an estimate of tourist numbers for the 1998-1999 season.

1.3 IAATO held its annual meeting 10-11 July 1997 in Arlington, Virginia, USA, which
was attended by 23 representatives and 14 different tour operators.

1.4 The U.S. National Science Foundation will host the 10th annual meeting for Antarctic
tour operators at its headquarters in Arlington, Virginia on July 16th, 1998,
celebrating a 10-year tradition of constructive dialogue between the government and
private industry. The public meeting draws U.S. government representatives, tour
operators, conservation organizations, representatives from other national Antarctic
programs and the media.

1.5  To further its educational mission, IAATO inaugurated a comprehensive web site in
1997 at www.iaato.org. The site includes the IAATO Membership Directory, IAATO
Bylaws and Recommendation XVI1I-1 as well as tourism statistics compiled by the
U.S. National Science Foundation. The site also includes links to national programs
and other sources of Antarctic information on the internet. IAATO expects to add to
the kind and amount of information posted on the site, which will give researchers in
particular easy access to tourism data. A plan is in development by IAATO.

1.6 IAATO members value the opportunity to participate at this Antarctic Treaty
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Consultative Meeting and other international venues. Liaison with national Antarctic
programs as well as scientific and environmental organizations is an important
objective of IAATO and its members. In addition to the ATCM, IAATO was
represented at several workshops and conferences, including the recently concluded
Antarctic Futures Workshop organized by Antarctica New Zealand in Christchurch.

Membership

At its annual meeting, IAATO elected five provisional (new) members: Adventure
Associates (AUS), Clipper Cruise Line (USA), Plantour & Partner (Germany),
Pelagic Expeditions (UK) and Special Expeditions (USA). Both Special Expeditions
and Clipper Cruise Line, previously active in the region, return to the Antarctic in
1998-1999. Adventure Associates has sponsored voyages to the Antarctic since 1991,
most recently in conjunction with Quark Expeditions.

Pelagic Expeditions, is the first yacht operator to join IAATO, a significant step in
outreach to the charter yacht community. Purpose built for polar expeditions in 1987,
Pelagic sailed to the Antarctic for its eight season in 1997-98. Sally Poncet (Damien
I11) and Eric Leyes (Croisieres Australes) have both attended the IAATO Meeting in
past years and maintain regular contact with the Secretariat.

Members were also pleased at the participation at the meeting of Japan Euro-Asia
Service. JES has indicated its interest in joining IAATO as a full member in 1998-99.
With the addition of JES, the five countries with the largest number of its citizens
traveling to the Antarctic (U.S., Germany, Australia, U.K., Japan) will all be
represented as members of IAATO.

Field Coordination

As part of its annual exchange of operational information, IAATO compiles and
distributes Vessel Call Data (ATTACHMENT B).

Expedition leaders and ship's officers circulate their itineraries and maintain regular
contact throughout the season to coordinate visits to individual sites and exchange
general information, a key factor in managing Antarctic tourism and mitigating any
potential environmental impact.

This ongoing and routine contact between vessels and with the Adventure Network
Emergency and Medical Evacuation Response office in Punta Arenas (EMER) is also
a key component of effective emergency response.

Vessel Call Data is provided as part of the annual exchange of operational
information. The information is posted by the COMNAP Secretariat on the COMNAP
website for reference by national Antarctic programs.

Environmental Impact Assessment
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IAATO members submitted various environmental impact assessments to appropriate
national authorities for planned activities for the 1997-1998 season, including Initial
Environmental Evaluations to Australia, New Zealand and the U.S.

IAATO notes that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will hold a public
scoping meeting on experience with the Interim Final Rule, "Environmental Impact
Assessment of Nongovernmental Activities in Antarctica,” on July 15th. The time and
venue will be published in the Federal Register.

Procedures to Prevent the Introduction of Alien Species

IAATO looks forward to participating in the workshop announced by Australia at the
Antarctic Division headquarters in Hobart, 25 - 28 August, 1998 (XXII ATCM/IP4).

IAATO-members continue the practice of safeguarding against introduction of alien
species to Antarctica. Visitors are required to clean their boots and check their
clothing before and after each landing. Boot washing stations are standard on all tour
vessels.

Recognizing that tourists are a highly mobile population in the Antarctic, visiting a
number of sites within a short time, IAATO looks forward to advice from SCAR and
researchers on the best practices to avoid transfer of exotic organisms to Antarctica
and translocation of organisms between sites.

Reporting of Tourism and Non-Governmental Activities

Following Resolution 3 (1997) Antarctic tour operators made use of a standard
reporting form as adopted by ATCM XXI. Again his season IAATO received a
complete set of Post Visit Site Reports from Antarctic tour operators.

IAATO strongly supports the use of this single form, which reduces the burden of
paperwork and facilitates studies of the scope, frequency and intensity of tourist
activities. Following the recommendation of the Meeting (Final Report of XXI
ATCM, Item 9, para. 90) and after consultation with the U.S. and New Zealand,
IAATO is presenting a short paper on its experience with the form this season.

As part of its ongoing work, IAATO is investigating the development of a database
version of the form that will facilitate compilation and analysis of tour data.

IAATO notes that detailed information on visits to specific Antarctic sites by
shipborne tourism has been collected systematically by the U.S. National Science
Foundation, tour operators and IAATO since 1987, a valuable data set in any analysis
of potential cumulative impact.
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Relevance of Developments in the Arctic and the Antarctic

Three IAATO members, including two members of the IAATO Executive,
participated in a February 1998 WWF Arctic Tourism Project workshop in Reykjavik.

The Project has published "Ten Principles for Arctic Tourism™ in addition to a "Code
of Conduct for Tour Operators in the Arctic" and "Code of Conduct for Arctic
Tourists." More information on Arctic tourism and the environment can be found
online at www.ngo.grida.no/wwfap.

Many IAATO members operate programs in the Arctic as well as the Antarctic,
including voyages to Baffin Island, Northwest Passage, Greenland, Iceland, Svalbard,
Russia and Alaska. Similar measures to protect the environment and minimize
potential impact are taken in the Arctic as in the Antarctic.

Apart from the relevance of the Arctic, a similar model of ship-based travel with a
large and experienced staff is used in other environmentally sensitive destinations
worldwide.

Site Assessment

IAATO members thank Oceanites and the Antarctic Site Inventory Project for
publication of the Oceanites Site Guide to the Antarctic Peninsula and Compendium
of Antarctic Peninsula Visitor Sites this season. These valuable publications give
expedition leaders, IAATO environmental officers and passengers detailed
information about individual site characteristics useful in managing site planning and
visits. All IAATO vessels and home offices have copies of these reports.

Education and Training

Following the suggestion of the meeting (XXI ATCM Final Report, Item 13, para.
133), the IAATO Secretariat distributed a survey on Education and Training that was
developed by COMNAP. The results are presented as an information paper to XXII
ATCM. This paper also includes descriptive information on standard staff training
programs by IAATO members.

IAATO notes that the experience of its members, vessels, officers, crew and staff that
is of key importance to safe and responsible operations.

Implementation of Recommendation XVI11-1

In consultation with COMNAP, individual national Antarctic programs and
consultants, IAATO continues to research, develop and use industry-wide programs
and standards wherever necessary to ensure self-sufficiency and proper conduct in the
Antarctic.
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These initiatives include a medical evacuation contingency plan, standard medical
information, slide presentation on "Guidance for Visitors to the Antarctic,” and a
standardized table of contents for training materials and handbooks. IAATO values its
growing and constructive dialogue with COMNAP on these operational issues.

Emergency Response Action and Contingency Planning

All IAATO-member companies have Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plans
(SOPEP) in place that satisfy regulation 26 of Annex | of MARPOL. These plans are
being tailored for Antarctic operations in light of operational considerations and
requirements of the Environmental Protocol.

Following Resolution 1 (1997), IAATO is presenting a draft information paper on
contingency planning to ATCM XXII for comments and discussion. This plan will be
discussed in detail at the IAATO annual meeting, July 15 & 17, 1998.

Abandon ship, fire and other emergency drills are required aboard ship by
international maritime law.

1997-98 Scientific and Environmental Research Initiatives

IAATO member companies continued to provide logistic and scientific support to
national Antarctic programs and Antarctic organizations in 1996-97. Members see
themselves as a resource for science and welcome the opportunity to assist. Specific
requests for logistic or other support should be made to individual members or the
IAATO Secretariat. A current directory is attached to this report.

The primary support to science remains transport of researchers and station personnel,
including a major transfer of personal this season in and out of the U.S. Palmer
Station due to late delivery of a USAP vessel. Scientists from Russia and Argentina
also traveled aboard member vessels.

In addition, members of the Antarctic Site Inventory Project were provided with
accommodations, transport and access to visitor sites. A representative of In.Fue.Tur
traveled as an observer on one voyage this season.

IAATO members also transported equipment and supplies, including materials for the
ongoing refurbishment of Brown Station and the emergency transport of a refrigerated
container at Arctowski Station to Ushuaia for repairs. Scientific equipment was also
transported from Fremantle to Davis Station.

The Russian Antarctic Expedition chartered the Multanovskiy for work in the
Antarctic.
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In addition to support for science programs, tour operators and passengers continued
their tradition of direct financial contributions to organizations active in Antarctica,
including the Scott Polar Research Institute, UK Antarctic Heritage Trust, Antarctic
Heritage Trust, South Georgia Whaling Museum and Humpback Whale
Identification Project.



IAATO MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY, May 1998, PAGE 7

Members

Abercrombie & Kent/

Explorer Shipping Corporation

1520 Kensington Road

Oak Brook IL 60521 USA

Victoria Underwood

RES. 800 323 7308

TEL 630 954 2944

FAX 630 572 1833

E-mail: vunderwood@compuserve.com
WWW: www.abercrombiekent.com

Adventure Network International
Canon House, 27 London End
Beaconsfield, Bucks

HP9 2HN U.K.

Anne Kershaw

TEL 44 1494 671808

FAX 44 1494 671725

E-mail:
adventurenetwork@compuserve.com
WWW: www.adventure-network.com

Aurora Expeditions

Level 1, 37 George Street
Sydney NSW 2000 Australia
Greg Mortimer

TEL 61 2 9252 1033

FAX 61 2 9252 1373
E-mail: auroraex@world.net

Hapag-Lloyd Cruiseship
Management GmbH

Ballindamm 25

20020 Hamburg Germany

Barbel Kramer

TEL 49 40 3001 4600

FAX 49 40 3001 4601

E-Mail: baerbel kraemer@hanseatic-
cruises.ccmail.compuserve.com or
E-Mail: info@hapag-lloyd.com
WWW: www.hapag-lloyd.com

Heritage Expeditions

PO Box 20 219
Christchurch, New Zealand
Rodney Russ

TEL 64 3359 7711

FAX 64 3 359 3311
E-mail: hertexp@ibm.net

Marine Expeditions

13 Hazelton Avenue
Toronto, Ontario

M5R 2E1 Canada

Patrick Shaw

RES 800 263 9147

TEL 416 964 9069

FAX 416 964 2366

E-mail: ops@marineex.com

Mountain Travel.Sobek
6420 Fairmount Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530 USA
Olaf Malver

RES. 800 227 2384

TEL 510527 8105

FAX 510 525 7710

E-mail: olaf@mtsobek.com
WWW: www.mtsobek.com

Quark Expeditions

980 Post Road

Darien CT 06820 USA

Denise Landau

RES 800 356 5699

TEL 203 656 0499

FAX 203 655 6623

E-mail:
quarkexpeditions@compuserve.com
WWW: www.Quark-expeditions.com

Society Expeditions

2001 Western Avenue, Suite 300
Seattle, WA 98121 USA

John Tillotson

RES. 800 548 8669

TEL 206 728 9400

FAX 206 728 2301

E-mail: Societyexp@aol.com

Travel Dynamics

132 East 70 Street

New York, NY 10021 USA
Jim Smith

RES 800 367 6766

TEL 212 517 7555

FAX 212 517 0077

E-mail: jim@travdyn.com
www.travdyn.com



IAATO MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY, May 1998, PAGE 8

Wildwings

International House

Bank Road, Bristol

BS15 2L X Avon U.K.
John Brodie-Good

TEL 44 117 9848040

FAX 44 117 9674444
wildinfo@wildwings.co.uk
www.wildwings.co.uk

Zegrahm Expeditions

1414 Dexter Avenue, Suite 327
Seattle, WA 98109 USA
Werner Zehnder

RES. 800 628 8747

TEL 206 285 4000

FAX 206 285 5037

E-mail: zoe@zeco.com
WWW: www.zeco.com

Provisional (New) Members

Adventure Associates

197 Oxford Street Mall

PO Box 612

Bondi Junction, Sydney, NSW 2022
Australia

Dennis Collaton

TEL (+612) (02) 9389 7466

FAX (+612) (02) 9369 1853

E-mail: mail@adventureassociates.com
WWW: www.adventureassociates.com

Clipper Cruise Line

7711 Bonhomme Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63105

Kristen Deeg

RES. 800 325 1933

TEL 314-727-2929

FAX 314-727-5246

E-mail: smallship@aol.com
WWW: www.clippercruise.com

Plantours & Partner
obernstrasse 76
28195 Bremen
Germany

Birgit Ernstmeier
TEL 49 421 1736927
FAX 49 421 1736935

Pelagic Expeditions

92 Stachell Lane

Hamble, Hants

SO314HL UK

Skip Novak

TEL/FAX 44 1703 454120

E-mail: skipnovak@compuserve.com
WWW: www.pelagic.co.uk

Special Expeditions

720 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10019 USA

Sven-Olof Lindblad

RES 800 397 3348

TEL 212 765 7740

FAX 212 265 3770

E-mail: travel@specialexpeditions.com
WWW: www.specialexpeditions.com

Associate Members

Japan Euro-Asia Service Co.
9-3 Rokubancho, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102 JAPAN

Matsui Sadaaki

TEL (81) 332219121

FAX (81) 332219120

LaTour Chile

Fidel Oteiza 1933
Santiago CHILE

Mike Gallegos

TEL (56) 2 225 2883
FAX (56) 2 225 2545
LifeLong Learning

101 Columbia, Suite 150
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
Bill Diebenow

RES. 800 854 4080

TEL (714) 362 2900
FAX (714) 362 2075
E-Mail: jwdiebenow@msn.com

Natural Habitat Adventures
2945 Center Green Court
Boulder, CO 80301

Sean Jones

RES 800 543 8917

TEL (303) 449 3711

FAX (303) 449 3712
E-mail: nat@nathab.com
WWW: www.nathab.com
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Ocean Adventures

Two Jays, Kemple End, Burdy
Brow, Stonyhurst

Lancashire BB7 9QY U.K.

TEL 44 1254 826116

FAX 44 1254 826780

E-mail: ocean@birdquest.com.uk

Overseas Adventure Travel
626 Mt. Auburn Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
Robin Price

RES 800 221 0814

TEL 617 876 0533

FAX 617 876 0455

Park East Tours

1841 Broadway

New York, NY 10023
Eric Gordon

RES. 800 223 6078
TEL 212 765 4870
FAX 202 265 8952

Plancius-Oceanwide
Rapenburberstraat 1009
Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS
J. de Korte

TEL (31) 20 4221411

FAX (31) 20 4222126

E-Mail: info@ocnwide.com
WWW: www.ocnwide.com

Playguide Tours
Mandai Building

4-4 Kojimachi
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo
102 JAPAN

Tensin Kobayashi
TEL (81) 3 3288 0911
FAX (81) 3 3288 3391

Radisson Seven Seas Cruise

600 Corporate Drive, No 410

Ft. Lauderdale, FL USA 33334
Paul Goodwin

RES. 800 333 3333

TEL 954 776 6123

FAX 954 776 2283

E-Mail: pgoodwin@radisson.com
WWW:
www.rssc.com/rssc/adventure.html

Sintec Tur
Reconquista 34, Piso 5
1003 Buenos Aires
Argentina

Pedro Bachrach

TEL 54 1 325 3883
FAX 54 1 325 5941

Victor Emanuel Nature Tours

2525 Wallingwood Drive, Suite 1003
Austin, TX USA 78746

800 328 8368

Tel 512 328 5221

Fax 512 328 2919

E-Mail: Ventbird@aol.com

WWW: www.ventbird.com

Office of the Secretariat

IAATO

114 East 14 Street, No. 110

New York, New York 10003 USA
TEL 212 460 8715

FAX 212 529 8684

E-mail: iaato@iaato.org
WWW.iaato.org



