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Updated Management Plan and maps for 
Antarctic Specially Managed Area No 4 Deception Island

Working Paper submitted by Argentina, Chile, Norway, Spain, United Kingdom and United States (in conjunction with ASOC and IAATO)
Summary
The Deception Island Management Group (DIMG)
 has conducted its second five-yearly review of the Management Plan for Antarctic Specially Managed Area No. 4, Deception Island, South Shetland Islands. DIMG recommends the CEP approves the attached revised Management Plan for this Area. 

Background
Deception Island (latitude 62°57’S, longitude 60°38’W), South Shetland Islands, is a unique Antarctic island with important natural, scientific, historic, educational and aesthetic values. The need to conserve and protect these unique and outstanding values, whilst at the same time managing the variety of competing demands placed upon them, led to the designation of Deception Island as an Antarctic Specially Managed Area under Measure 3 (2005) (ASMA No. 4: Deception Island, South Shetland Islands). The Managed Plan was updated under Measure 10 (2012) following its first five-year review.

Formal review of the ASMA No. 4 Management Plan was initiated in 2017 in accordance with the requirements of Annex V to the Protocol, and this work has been on going.  DIMG has met annually in the margins of the ATCM and last submitted an Information Paper reporting on matters discussed in 2017, Information Paper IP073 (ATCM XL, Beijing, 2017). 

Summary of amendments to the management plan for ASMA No. 4
Several revisions and updates to the Management Plan, annexes and maps have been made. The Management Group considered that the Management Plan remained largely appropriate, and any revisions made are largely refinements rather than substantive changes. The boundary of the ASMA remains unchanged.  The principal changes can be summarised as follows:

· There have been a number of updates throughout the Management Plan elaborating on procedures for volcanic monitoring, the volcanic alert system and the history of volcanic activity on the island. This includes the availability of a new map of the volcanic surveillance system. Appendix 6 ‘Alert Scheme and Escape Strategy for volcanic eruptions on Deception Island’ has also been updated.

· Additional scientific detail has been added regarding the invertebrates present on the island.

· The former Appendix 11 relating to “Practical Biosecurity Measures” has been deleted. Instead, additional detail relating to biosecurity has been added to the Management Plan itself in Section 9 viii. This is not intended to be seen a reduction in the importance of biosecurity in relation to the island, which remains highly susceptible to non-native species introductions, but as an acknowledgement of the wider suite of general information now available in relation to non-native species within the Treaty system. 

· At last year’s ATCM it was agreed in the Site Guidelines for Whalers Bay to prohibit the walk between Whalers Bay and Baily Head for non-scientific purposes. This prohibition is now incorporated into the Management Plan.

· The plan now clarifies that the use of motorised vehicles and overnight camping on the island is prohibited for non-scientific purposes. 

· The plan previously suggested the relocation of dispersed historic material to its relevant location. This advice is now altered to avoid material being moved erroneously. Any material discovered seemingly out of context should be secured and further assessed by experienced personnel.

· The reporting requirement detailed in Section 10 has been edited to remove the now defunct reporting function; it is not practical to report to all visits to the Deception Islands Management Group. Nevertheless, the group remains keen to receive regular reporting of any incidents that have occurred within the Area.

· Appendices 1 and 2 are the Management Plans for two ASPAs within the Area. The Management Plan for ASPA 140 was revised in 2018, while the Management Plan for APSA 145 is currently under review by Chile and is due to be presented to the SGMP for consideration.

· Appendices 3 – 5 have had minor amendments as part of this process. 

· Appendix 6 – the historical context and volcanic activity have been updated. Minor changes have been done in the alert system. A review about the escape strategy in case of a volcanic eruption has been carried out. A new item about “general volcanic emergency kit” has been included and an escape route has been erased.

· Appendices 7 - 10 are the visitor site guidelines for Telefon Bay (updated 2018), Whalers Bay (updated 2018), Baily Head (updated 2013), Pendulum Cove (updated 2018).

More specific revisions to the Management Plan text are summarised in Appendix 1, where the relevant sections have been identified.  The full text of the revised Management Plan and Appendices 1 – 10 that form part of the Management Plan are attached.

Recommendation
Argentina, Chile, Norway, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States recommend that the CEP approve the attached revised Management Plan and maps for ASMA No. 4 Deception Island, South Shetland Islands.

	ASMA No. 4 Deception Island, South Shetland Islands

	1. Is a new ASPA proposed?
	No.

	2. Is a new ASMA proposed?
	No.

	3. Does the proposal relate to an existing ASPA or ASMA?
	Yes.

	First designation:
	Measure 3 (2005) ASMA No. 4.

	First adoption of management plan:
	Measure 3 (2005) ASMA No. 4.

	Any revisions to management plan:
	Measure 10 (2012) ASMA No. 4

	Current management plan:
	Measure 10 (2012) ASMA No. 4

	Any extensions of expiry dates of management plan:
	N/A

	Renamed and renumbered by Decision 1 (2002) as:
	N/A

	Other relevant measures:
	None.

	4. If the proposal contains a revision of an existing management plan, please indicate the types of amendment:

	(i) major or minor?
	Minor.

	(ii) any changes to the boundaries or co-ordinates?
	No.

	(iii) any changes to the maps?  If yes, are the changes in the captions only or also in the graphics?
	Yes.  Changes to captions and graphics in Map 3.

	(iv) any change to the description of the area that is relevant to identifying its location or its boundaries?
	No.

	(v) any changes that affect any other ASPA, ASMA or HSM within this area or adjacent to it?  In particular, please explain any merger with, incorporation of or abolition of any existing area or site.
	No.

	(vi) Other - brief summary of other types of changes, indicating the paragraphs of the management plan in which these are located.
	…. 

	5. If a new ASPA or ASMA is proposed, does it contain any marine area?
	N/A

	6. If yes, does the proposal require the prior approval of CCAMLR in accordance with Decision 9 (2005)?
	N/A

	7. If yes, has the prior approval of CCAMLR been obtained? 
	N/A

	If yes, please list the CCAMLR Final Report and Paragraph No.
	N/A

	8. If the proposal relates to an ASPA, what is the primary reason for designation (i.e. which part under Article 3.2 of Annex V)? 
	N/A



	9. Main Environmental Domain represented by the ASPA/ASMA (refer to the ‘Environmental Domains Analysis for the Antarctic Continent’ appended to Resolution 3 (2008))
	Environment Domain G (Antarctic Peninsula off-shore islands geologic)

	10. Main Antarctic Conservation Biogeographic Region represented by the ASPA/ASMA (refer to the ‘Antarctic Conservation Biogeographic Regions’ appended to Resolution 6 (2012))
	ACBR 3: Northwest Antarctic Peninsula

	11. Any Antarctic Important Bird Areas represented by the ASPA/ASMA (refer to the ‘Important Bird Areas in Antarctica 2015 Summary’ appended to ATCMXXXVIII IP27 and the full report available at: http://www.era.gs/resources/iba/)
	IBA No 55 Baily Head and No. 56 Vapour Col.


Appendix 1
	MANAGEMENT PLAN SECTION AND ITEM
	DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE

	Introduction 

	Paragraph 7
	· Reference has been made to the previous revision to the Management Plan in 2010.

	Section 1 Values to be protected and activities to be managed

	i Natural value
	· Additional details have been provided regarding the history of volcanic activity on the island. 

· Details of the two IBAs on the island have been included.

	ii Scientific value and activities
	· Details of scientific research regularly conducted on island has been updated.

	Section 2 Management objectives

	
	· Clarification that the positioning of signs should be assessed on a case-by-case basis and kept under review. This is to avoid the unnecessary proliferation of signs. 

· Clarification that the volcanic alert scheme (Appendix 6) will be kept under continuous review.

	Section 5 Description of the Area

	i Geographical co-ordinates, boundary markers and natural features – Geology, geomorphology and volcanic activity 
	· This section has been substantially updated to reflect increased knowledge about the island and its volcanic geology.

	i Geographical co-ordinates, boundary markers and natural features – Invertebrates
	· This section has been updated to reflect increased knowledge about the islands invertebrate species. 

	ii Structures within the Area
	· A paragraph has been added providing detail about the volcanic surveillance network

	Section 7 Maps

	Map 3
	· Minor amendments. The camp site at Vapour Col has been removed, the legend for camping makes clear it is only for science, the helicopter symbol for Whalers Bay has been removed and the legend for Site J Perchuc Cone now makes clear this a Prohibited Zone.


	Section 8 Supporting Documents

	
	· Annex 11 has been deleted and replaced with text in section 9 viii.

	Section 9 General Code of Conduct

	ii Access to and movement within the area
	· Para. 6 is edited to clarify that motorised vehicles should only be used by National Programmes and in support of science.

	iii Activities that are or may be conducted within the Area, including restrictions on time or place
	· A para. has been added to prohibit the walk between Baily Head and Whalers Bay for non-scientific purposes.

	v Location of field camps for scientific activities 
	· Clarification that overnight camping should only be to support science. 
· Reference to SCAR’s “Environmental Code of Conduct for Terrestrial Scientific Field Research” and the Code of Conduct for Activity within Terrestrial Geothermal Environments in Antarctica has been added.

	vii. Collection or removal of anything not brought into the Area
	· The reference to returning disturbed historic artefacts to their original location has been removed. Instead, items should be secured for expert consideration.

	viii. Restrictions on materials and organisms which may be brought into the Area
	· A new para. has been added related to biosecurity and non-native species, replacing Appendix 11.

	Section 10 Advance Exchange of Information 

	
	· The original 2 paras. of this section have been deleted as there is not considered a need for direct reporting of visits to the Management Group.

	Section 11 References

	
	· A new section of references has been added.

	Appendix 3: Conservation Strategy for HSM No. 71, Whalers Bay

	4.4 Information
	· The Management Group wish to have information about Whalers Bay imparted to visitors prior to landing or by guides rather than through signs. 

· The Management Group will consider removing those signs currently on buildings at Whalers Bay so as not to encourage visitors to approach buildings.

	Appendix 4: Code of Conduct for Facilities Zone

	1. Introduction
	· A bullet has been added noting the assumption that all activities must comply with the Environmental Protocol. This replaces the first bullet in Section 2.1.

	5. Waste Management 
	· A bullet has been added relating to the disposal of poultry products.

	6.3 Aircraft operations
	· This section has been edited to reflect changing procedures relating to Helicopter operations and RPAS usage.

· A reference to the SCAR “Code of Conduct for Activity within Terrestrial Geothermal Environments in Antarctica” has been added.

	8. Flora and Fauna
	· A revised bullet in relation to non-native species has been included.


	Appendix 5: Code of Conduct for visitors at Deception Island

	2. General Guidelines 
	· A bullet has been added discouraging free walking on the island.

· The language around graffiti has been strengthened. 

· A recommendation has been added that vessels do not enter Port Foster if the state of the volcanic alert system is orange.



	3.2 
Pendulum Cove
	· A line suggesting bathing in water at Pendulum Cove has been removed.

	Appendix 6: Alert Scheme and Escape Strategy for volcanic eruptions on Deception Island

	Historical Context and Volcanic 
	· Rename of the section

· Review of the of the volcanic activity in the past and present evidences of volcanic activity on Deception Island

	Alert system


	· Suggestion to captains entering into Port Foster to request information about the alert system

	Table I
	· Review of operative actions

	Escape strategy in case of a volcanic eruption on Deception Island
	· Recommendations in case of orange state alert have been added

	General volcanic emergency kit
	· New section added

· Recommendation of material to be available in the stations as emergency kit

	Evacuation routes
	· The route which finishes in Macaroni Point has been deleted from the map




� As defined by Section 3 in the management plan. DIMG currently represented by Argentina, Chile, Norway, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States. IAATO and ASOC stand as observers and active discussion partners in the group.
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