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Dear IAATO members,
Thank you for another hugely productive annual
meeting, and your support for the Secretariat over the
last season.
We are now feverishly building on the decisions of the
the meeting in Cape Town, preparing for the Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Meeting and getting ready for Ship
Scheduler ‘Derby Day’ next month on 5 June. Our
IAATO family has also expanded – we congratulate
Albatros Expeditions, now full Operators, and Cookson
Adventures and Princess Cruises who have been granted
Provisional Operator status. A warm welcome to our
newest Associate members: Across Latin America,
Caissa Tourism Group, Damen Shipyards, Lamei Tours
China, Mystic Cruises, Pelorus and Pro Fuels
You’ll have no doubt seen much of the media coverage we have received for both the whale
strike mitigation measures and our redevelopment of the IAATO Ship Scheduler. If you haven’t
had a chance to catch-up on the latest headlines, we have a few examples in this edition. We
also have information on whale strike
mitigation in practice.
Janeen Haase
Director of Governance & Administration/
Interim co-Executive Director
International Association of Antarctica
Tour Operators

Steve is Home!
We are happy to report that Steve Wellmeier is safely home from Cape Town and recovering
well. Steve and IAATO send deep thanks to everyone who assisted in the first few days of his
care in hospital. I’m sure all members will join the Secretariat in sending Steve best wishes for a
speedy recovery.

IAATO 2019
We Want Your Feedback
It takes a lot of work to create IAATO’s annual meeting and the Secretariat is always
looking for members’ valuable feedback.
This year we have decided to formalize the feedback process to ensure we continue to
build on the successes of past meeting.
Please take a few moments to complete this short survey.

Meet Your ATCM 2019 Delegation
The 2019 Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM XLII – CEP XXII) is being held in Prague,
Czech Republic, 1 to 11 July. On 27 and 28 June there is a workshop, also in Prague, on further
developing the Antarctic protected area system (ASPA) convened jointly by the Committee for
Environmental Protection (CEP) and Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR).
The Secretariat are currently drafting Information Papers for the ATCM, assisted by the IAATO
ATCM delegation. In 2019, IAATO’s ATCM delegates are:
Lisa Kelley (IAATO Secretariat); Amanda Lynnes (IAATO Secretariat); Terry Shaller (Ponant);
Ute Hohn-Bowen (Antarpply Expeditions); David Rootes (Antarctic Logistics & Expeditions);
Monika Schillat (Antarpply Expeditions); and Juliette Hennequin (Golden Fleece Expeditions Ltd).
Victoria Wheatley (Expedition Cruise Experts & Logistics), Marlynda Elstgeest (Waterproof
Expeditions) and Patrick Woodhead (White Desert Ltd) are also advisors to the delegations of
the USA, Netherlands and UK respectively.
As in previous years, in addition to presenting statistics and estimates of numbers for next
season, the IAATO delegation will report on the association’s recent work and activities,
including the outcomes from the Annual Meeting in Cape Town, South Africa.

Whale Strike Mitigation in Practice
As you know, at our recent annual meeting in Cape Town, South Africa, members voted in
mandatory measures to prevent whale strikes in cetacean-rich Antarctic waters.
The new measures instruct operators to commit to either a 10kn speed restriction within a
specific geo-fenced time-area on the Antarctic Peninsula or, for member operators who have a
whale strike mitigation training program, an extra watchman on the bridge to monitor and
record sightings within the geofenced time-area.
The compulsory measures will formally take effect at the start of the 2019/20 season, and more
information will follow in the Operational Update.
IAATO Press Release | Antarctic Tour Operators Introduce Mandatory Measures to Prevent
Whale Strikes

Latest Pre-Departure Resources!
We have two new items to add to IAATO’s Pre-departure information.
The ‘What to expect from your Antarctic journey’ and the Clean Seas Guidelines supplement
the existing guidance, Don’t Pack a Pest resources plus the Antarctic Visitor Guidelines (ATCM
recommendation XVIII-1) and ATCM General Guidelines for Visitors (ATCM Resolution 3-2011).

Tourism Growth | IAATO Key Messages
Tourism growth, and managing for it, is an increasingly newsworthy topic. With this is mind, we
have developed a number of key messages regarding IAATO and managing for Antarctic
tourism growth. These can be used as a reference for your own growth communications or as a
helpful list for interviews with the press.
You can find them here.

Website Update | Member Directory
‘Shuffle’ Function
Following enthusiastic and detailed feedback on the new IAATO website from members at
the annual meeting, our website developers are now working on a shuffle function for the
member directory.
The current member directory is configured by alphabetical order. However, the new shuffle
capability will ensure that all member profiles are rearranged at timed intervals to ensure all are
equally showcased on the page.
The website is on schedule for launch this summer!

Polar Field Guides Conference
September 22-25

Have you selected your delegates for the IAATO and the Association of Arctic Expedition
Cruise Operators (AECO) third joint Polar Field Staff Conference?
The conference will gather guides, expedition leaders and operations managers working for
both polar trade associations from September 22 to September 25, to support their shared
mission of advocating and promoting safe and environmentally responsible polar travel.
The three-day event will take place in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, USA. There will also be a
½-day Field Operations Committee meeting on the afternoon of September 25.
More information about the program will be shared with AECO and IAATO members in
due course.
#PFSC2019
For conference enquiries, email IAATO Operations.

Footage Request:
Responsible Tourism in Action
Do you have footage of your responsible tourism operations in Antarctica and the sub-Antarctic
islands? The secretariat is looking media content from IAATO’s social media platforms that
reflect IAATO guidelines, mission and vision in practice.
Email your submissions to Hayley here.
[In order to adhere to IAATO’s anti-trust bylaws, we cannot accept footage containing
company logos or overt branding].

IAATO/COMNAP Fellowship Deadline: June 10
The deadline for the COMNAP and IAATO fellowship applications is 10 June 2019.
COMNAP is joined by IAATO to launch Antarctic-related fellowships for early-career
researchers. In 2019, COMNAP and IAATO will each offer one fellowship with funding of up to
USD $15,000. The fellowships enable early-career persons to join a project team from another
country, opening up new opportunities and often creating partnerships that last for many years
and over many Antarctic field seasons. Note that the application processes for the COMNAP
and IAATO fellowships are separate from those for the SCAR and WMO Fellowships and the
eligibility criteria differ.
Find out more

In The News
IAATO and Members Eye New Scheduling System
With a growing expedition cruise fleet, the International Association of Antarctica Tour
Operators (IAATO) and its membership base are moving quickly to implement a new state-ofthe-art vessel scheduling system for landing sites in Antarctica.
Cruise Industry News

Antarctica Tour Operators Vote in Mandatory Measures to
Protect Whales
Members of the International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators unanimously voted in
mandatory measures to prevent whale strikes in cetacean-rich Antarctic waters.
Sea Trade Cruise News

The Key to Biodiversity in Antarctica is Penguin Poop
A new study shows nitrogen from penguin and elephant seal dung powers a diversity of
arthropods and nematodes in surrounding areas.
Smithsonianmag.com
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