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Dear Members,
The IAATO Secretariat and members represent our
association at meetings throughout the year. From the
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM),
COMNAP, SCAR and the Commission for the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources
(CCAMLR) to area protection workshops and the annual
Arctic SAREX our presence is important; not just as an
experienced voice within the international polar
community, but as an opportunity for us to listen, learn
and build on our global relationships as well.
While tourism is regulated through the ATCM, IAATO’s
most important stakeholder meeting of the year, and
CCAMLR regulates fisheries, these two meetings
comprise the bulk of annual discussions about managing human activity in Antarctica and we
are honoured and grateful to have a place at the table. In this month’s edition of IAATO
Member News you will find a report from the CCAMLR meeting, held in Hobart from October
21 to November 2. Our aim at these meetings is always to provide expert advice while
advocating for effective, safe and environmentally responsible human activity in Antarctica
based on the best available information.
Communications and Engagement Manager Hayley Collings
and I were also delighted to be invited to the first ever Antarctic
Parliamentarians Assembly hosted by the UK’s All-Party
Parliamentary Group for the Polar Regions in London.

‘Climate change
was at the top of
the agenda’

The Assembly was convened on December 2 and 3 to celebrate the 60th anniversary
of the signing of the Antarctic Treaty and discuss the future protection and preservation of the
white continent.
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Climate change was at the top of the agenda with all 19
parliamentary delegates from 13 countries putting their signatures
to a consensus statement declaring with concern the recent
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Special Report on
Have you
the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate. It highlights
registered yet?
the profound effects of climate change on Antarctica’s ecosystems
and the potentially catastrophic effects of Antarctic ice loss on
global sea level. You can find our summary of the Assembly later in
this newsletter and access the conference documents here.
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Finally, I cannot conclude this message without sharing my sadness at the loss of the Chilean
Hercules C-130 in the Drake Passage last week, and acknowledging what has been a
challenging period for many of you involved in the search.
For many, this incident will bring back feelings of our own losses this year, but I hope it reminds
us too of the important role our unique Association plays within the Antarctic community
outside of our mission and vision.
Wishing you all safe and remarkable expeditions this festive month, and into 2020.
Amanda
Amanda Lynnes
Director of Environment and Science Coordination
International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators

Register here for the
Managing for Growth Workshop
It is time to register for the Managing for Growth Workshop
February 26 to 27, 2020 in Miami, FL.
The workshop has two main themes; the first is how we address the current situation of days
with many IAATO (and non-IAATO) ships vying for access to Ushuaia’s pier followed by days
with no vessels. The Workshop will explore solutions for sustainable growth that have been
suggested in the past as well as entertain new ideas, with the goal of drafting a proposal to be
presented at the Annual Meeting in May 2020.
The Workshop will also be a time to contribute towards the joint IAATO/SCAR Systematic
Conservation Plan (SCP). The SCP is your tool to aid decision-making about operating along
the Antarctic Peninsula. The sessions will provide an opportunity to engage with Dr Jasmine
Lee, lead researcher for the SCP, to make known your needs and wishes, and your priorities, for
managing IAATO access to visitor sites on the Peninsula.

SEE THE FULL AGENDA AND REGISTER HERE
The deadline for registration is February 3, but due to limited places, we would urge you to
register sooner rather than later.

IAATO support in C130 wreckage search
continues
The IAATO family is deeply saddened by the loss of 38 people aboard the Chilean Air Force
Hercules C130 that went down in the Drake Passage on Monday, December 9. Many IAATO
Member Operators were involved in the initial search and rescue effort, and IAATO vessels and
air operators continue to be enlisted by the MRCC to assist in the ongoing search for debris.
Over the next weeks and months, the circumstances surrounding the tragedy will become
clearer as authorities piece together the evidence that is collected. The Secretariat will follow
the results of this investigation closely. We will also look carefully at how we handled our role
in responding to requests for assistance from the MRCC and in communication with all of you.
There are surely lessons to be learned.
In the meantime we ask field staff not to post photographs of any wreckage discovered on
social media. Such images have an unfortunate tendency to be widely distributed and could
further upset grieving families who are already suffering enough.
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to again thank those of you involved in the search
operation. It has been a grim but essential task that will contribute to giving the families
affected by this tragedy the answers they deserve. Thanks also should be extended to your
guests and staff, who have had to exercise both patience and understanding while you have
fulfilled this challenging and somber duty.

Report from CCAMLR
October 21- November 2, 2019
As part of its managing for growth strategy, IAATO sought Observer status at CCAMLR in 2018
to raise awareness across the Antarctic community about IAATO’s work towards the safe,
environmentally responsible management of private -sector Antarctic travel. While tourism is
regulated through the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM), IAATO’s most important
stakeholder meeting of the year, and CCAMLR manages fisheries, these
two meetings comprise the bulk of annual discussions about
managing human activity in Antarctica. They include the
Peninsula region where a Marine Protected Area (MPA)
known as the CCAMLR Domain 1 MPA is proposed by
Argentina and Chile. Two other MPAs are proposed for
the Weddell Sea and East Antarctica. There are two
You can find this and
established CCAMLR MPAs in the Ross Sea and South
previous editions of
Orkney Islands.
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Read our full report here.

For back editions from
this season and 2018/19,
CLICK HERE

UK’s very first Antarctic
Parliamentarian’s Assembly
puts Climate Change at top of Agenda

The first ever Antarctic Parliamentarians Assembly hosted by the UK’s All-Party Parliamentary
Group for the Polar Regions in London concluded with a warning from parliamentary delegates
of “potentially catastrophic” effects of climate change on Antarctica. Plastics, fisheries and
tourism were also highlighted with Parliamentarians noting the anticipated continued increase
in tourism and its potential impacts on Antarctic ecosystems.
The meeting, at the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) on Whitehall, London on December
2 and 3, was convened to mark the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Antarctic Treaty and
discuss the protection and preservation of the white continent, with 19 parliamentarians and
delegates representing 13 countries, present. The Assembly provided a valuable learning
opportunity for parliamentarians, rather than governments, to enable them to pressure their
national legislatures to support the work of the Antarctic Treaty
Read our report here.

We’re Hiring!
Deadline for IAATO Operations Manager
Applications extended
The deadline for applications for the IAATO Operations Manager role has been
extended to January 17
IAATO is seeking an excellent candidate to work with Lisa Kelley, IAATO’s Director of
Operations and Government Affairs, to support member Operators throughout the year in
their goal to maintain and encourage IAATO’s mission of promoting safe and environmentally
responsible travel to Antarctica.
Check out the job specification and download the application form on the IAATO website.

Help us in the search for a new
Executive Director
Please support our Association’s search for the ideal Executive Director candidate by
promoting the opportunity across your own social media channels and contacts.
You can find the Executive Director role profile in full here and application documents here.
The deadline for applications for the role of IAATO’s Executive Director is January 10, 2020.

News from The Polar Citizen
Science Collective
The Polar Collective Citizen Science
App is LIVE!
This exciting project-based app adds scientifically valuable
structure to our sighting surveys in the Southern Ocean. The app
aims to simplify data collection, create real-time feedback loops
and provide tools to keep our guests engaged. It will allow expedition
staff on IAATO vessels to gather baseline data which can
inform science and make a lasting impact through
ambassadorship.
The app is currently only targeted
at expedition staff and will allow
guides to log marine mammal
sightings on the go, in
conjunction with images
submitted to happywhale.com.
You will also have immediate
access to a map of your sightings
and the ability to easily register
your guests to receive resight
information of their voyage’s marine mammals.
The app is free and available now in the App Store and on Google
Play. Please download the User Guide and follow along with the
set-up steps closely.
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to the Polar Collective team, who
thank you in advance for your support and patience as they further develop this exciting tool!
In the near future, additional citizen science projects will be added including FjordPhyto and
Ice Watch.
Happy sightings!

Tributes paid to Denzil Miller
We were deeply saddened to learn that Professor Denzil Miller passed away at his home in
Tasmania on November 30.

We will remember his tremendous contributions towards Antarctic and marine conservation as
well as his generous spirit as a trusted advisor and friend. Denzil’s loss will be felt across the
Antarctic community. Our thoughts and condolences are with his family, friends and colleagues.
IAATO has sent a message of condolence to the Miller family via the CCAMLR Secretariat. If
you wish to send your own, please contact ccamlr@ccamlr.org.
Denzil’s family have set up a GoFundMe page in his name to raise funds for his beloved twoyear-old granddaughter McKenzie who requires regular intensive therapy following
complications at birth.
The family believes that a small legacy on behalf of Denzil towards Mackenzie’s ongoing
treatment would be the most appropriate way to celebrate his life and carry his love forward.
Find out more and make a donation at Legacy for D.

Catch-up on our latest blog | What the
Antarctic Treaty means to IAATO… and
the World
December is a time of year
_ we turn our attention to holidays, and whether that be Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or Omisoka, we mark a milestone in the global calendar signifying the end
of one chapter and the beginning of another.

For those of us in the IAATO community, December - specifically December 1 - holds a very
special meaning, as the anniversary of the institution of the Antarctic Treaty. Antarctica Day,
as December 1 is known, is intended to build global awareness of this landmark agreement,
which this year celebrates 60 years of unique international collaboration. Find out how we play
our part.
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